1i
FIRST BAPTIST
GRAPELAND

Family of Believers

PO Box 283 408 W. Chestnut
Grapeland, TX 75844
936 687-2558

NEWSLETTER
David Bradley Mark Stephenson G Duron
Pastor Minister to Students  Mites of Worship

BULK RATE
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #19
Grapeland, TX 75844

FEBRUARY 2010

Carrying
. the Batan!

Several years ago, Mindy & | were following somierfids
to a restaurant at night. We didn’t have the séghidea
where we were going, so | drove with my eyes gliaeitheir
tail lights. It got especially hairy when we gotdriraffic,
but I did my best to stick to them like glue. Aftetlowing
them for several miles, Mindy asked me somethiiagy th
made my heart stop for secondré you sure that's them in
front of u®” Instantly, | started thinking about following
some stranger to his driveway, or worse yet, falhmgaan
unsuspecting person on vacation all the way tdthder.
Well, after a few heart-wrenching moments of reftag, it
turned out that the car in front of us was oumftig, and we
made it fine. But wouldn't it be tragic to follovesieone for
a long time, only to find out in the end that yalldwed the
wrong person.

In Philippians 3:17-21, the Apostle Paul taughtaipick our
pattern for life wisely. He saidBe fellow-imitators of me
for that matter, keep your eyes on anyone who walks wit
their focus on the prize of the upward call of Gohrist
Jesus’ | cannot overemphasize the importance of setting
following a pattern for our lives, but not just apgttern ... it
must be a good pattern. Someone who is forgettimaf Vs
behind, reaching for what's ahead, and pressingward
righteousness.

Paul also warned us to recognize bad patternseTdrer
those, even in the church of Jesus Christ, whodcoeail

considered enemies of the cross of Christ. He gavaree
guestions that we need to ask about any pattemigiet
follow. First, Where is their life head@dThe life of an
enemy of the cross of Christ will end up in ruihat sense
does it make to follow them? Secoidho or what do they
serve mo& The enemy of the cross of Christ serves their
own belly and glories in their shame. That seendetzribe
many of the “heroes” of our culture. Paul says that's a
bad pattern. And thirdVhat is their life’'s focud The enemy
of the cross of Christ focuses on earthly thindseyiput all
their attention on things that won't last. If yoamt a pattern
for your life, it only makes sense to have one wiilblead
you toward Christ’s righteousness. That's much more
important than mimicking someone because of henitmal
expertise, or his athletic ability, or some otlemporary
achievement. Choose someone who will help youagbtet
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus

Paul goes on to say that not only choosing ouepats
important, but also remembering who we are in Chiris
contrast to the mindset of an enemy of the cro<shmist,
the mind of a Christian must rest on our heaveniné.
Notice what Paul saidFor our citizenship_ISin Heaven”
We as Christians are living our eternal life riglotv ... it's
already started. This certainly isn't Heaven hbrg,our
citizenship papers have been signed and sealedevére
we are, we must never forget that we are not atiBens of
Heaven, but we represent our citizenship while eva&re.
Whatever we do, we must do as citizens of Heaven. A
citizens of Heaven, we cayain Christ and be found in
Him, not having our own righteousness, which is frothe
Law, but that which is through faith in Christ,
righteousness which is from God by faith.

See Ya Sunday,
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Stamps for Mission Project —"Thank you” for saving stamps for
the mission project. Please save postage stamps and put them in
the collection box is in our East Foyer. All stamps are acceptable.
When cutting them off envelopes please leave an ample margin
around the stamps. Stamps are sold by the pound with the
proceeds used for mission projects.

Sanctuary Flowers —please call the church office for available
dates if you wish to provide flowers for the sanctuary

“Growing with God” Cookbooks —contain favorite recipes from
our church members as well as friends of FBC. The cookbooks are
available at the church office for $10 each. All proceeds of the
sales are designated for the building program.

“In_His Time” _ recollections of the Christian missionary Estella
Grooters Brown, is available in our church office for a suggested
donation of $10.

Library Hours:

Sunday: 9:00to 9:30 a.m.
10:30 to 10:55 a.m.
12:00 to 12:30 p.m.
6:45 to 7:00 p.m.
FBC Logo shirts available —We have several ladies logo shirts in
various sizes, colors and styles available for purchase ($23.00
each). Please see Gabe for details.
Individual Statement of Contributions _—contact the church office,
687-2558, or seeing Necia Huff for a copy of your statement of
contributions for 2009. The statement may be picked up at the
church office or will be mailed upon request.
Nursery Volunteer List _—our nursery staff is seeking to establish a
list of volunteers to assist in the nursery on a rotating schedule.
Please see Wendy Castillo for more information or to be placed on
the list of volunteers. Plans are for each volunteer to work once a
quarter.

Awana and the Awana logo are Registered Trademarks
of the Awana Clubs International. Used by permissi
Awana Clubs meet each Wednesday, 4:00-6:00 p.ninglihe
school year.
January average attendance: children—114; leade8s—4

Cubbies Sparks

age3&4 Kindergartefi‘gyrade
(must be 3 year old by Sept. 1, 2009)
T&T
39_ 6" grade

“l am sure of this, that He
who started a good work in
you will carry it on to
completion until the day of
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6

Total Three Year Commitments - $592,692.00
Commitments Received through January - $551,695.36
Received in January - $3,299.00

i Women on Mission meet February
J> 17,2010, at Arwena Lively’s home,
(@) 6 505 Redbud Street. The meeting
— begins at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is
N asked to bring a canned vegetable
to add to the soup pot for lunch.

Reminder. . .

Bulletin and Power-point Screen
Iltems for publication in the weekly bulletin or announcements on
the power-point screen must be received in the church office by
noon on Thursday of each week.
Event Registration Form

Are you planning a meeting, bible study, or other event? Please
remember to fill out an Event Registration Form. Forms may be
picked up in the church office or downloaded at
www.fbcgrapeland.com. All scheduling is done through Necia Huff,
secretary.

EBC Grapeland Online!

If you haven't visited our online home, www.fbcgrapeland.com
recently, you're mission out on lots of information and great
resources! In addition to viewing pictures, videos and information,
you can now do all sorts of things online like submit prayer
requests, watch out worship services, register for events and even
pay for event registration right from the comfort of your home! Be
sure to check it out soon!
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Women’s Regional Conference 2010
Friendly Baptist Church Tyler
April 30-May 1
Cost is $20 when registering before April 26, 2010

For more information or to register visit
www.sbtexas.com/womerall Judy Van Hooser at 877-953-7282
or mail registration form* to:

Judy Van Hooser

SBTC

PO Box 1988

Grapevine, TX 76099-1988

*registration form available in the church office



February is often referred to as the “month of TovEhere
are so many people and things that | love. | loyewife
and two little boys. | love my parents and sibing love
my church family. Finally, most of you who know nwell,
know that | love food! While this list of thingkat I love is
not all-inclusive, it does highlight some of thesho
important parts of my life. Because of the loveVe for the
aforementioned, it is easy for me to make Febrtlay
“month of thanksgiving”.

I am extremely thankful for my family and extendgdirch
family. Each of these respective groups bring gagho
my life. | find it difficult to express in word$e gratitude
that | feel for having such a special group of pedp my
life. Aimee is a wonderful help-mate and mothealways
stand in awe at her patience with our childrenraed | am
so grateful that the Lord blessed me with a wombhose
love for Him makes my love for her grow strongeemgyv
day.

Our church family is a great blessing to us. Soayrat you
have blessed us in ways we could never repay.siBigs
ranging from generous gifts, to a kind word, sh@aayaur
love. But perhaps far greater than any physieahjtAimee
and | are grateful for your continued prayer foians our
family. This, of all gifts, is the most cherished/e have
been overwhelmed by your love and support.

This March will mark three years of service at FBaptist
Grapeland for the Duron family. Looking back ottee past
three years, it seems like only yesterday we wawng in
to town with a car-full of boxes. The Lord has rmamir
time here very sweet. | can only imagine what yieiar will
hold in store as together we faithfully serve th#inng
before us. Church family, we love you.

Gabe Duron

Mexico Missions
The deadline to confirm
your participation in our
Mexico Mission Trip is
February 15. If you still
need more information,
please contact Gabe Duron.
If you are unable to
physically join us for the
trip, we are asking that you pray about supportisighrough
prayer and financial resources. Each person gmintpe
trip is paying theiown way. If you would like to help

cover some of the overall cost of the trip, pleasek your
offering envelope Mexico Missions”. Your gift will go to
help cover expenses such as gas, food, & supfilesase be
in prayer about how the Lord might use YOU.

Children’s Choirs Resume Rehearsals

Our Children’s Choirs are hard at work preparingtfeir
upcoming Spring Concert! If your child has nonjgd us so
far, please make plans to meet us this Sunday@apgr.
Children ages 3 -"6grade are invited! For more
information, please contact Aimee Duron at
childrenschoir@fbcgrapeland.com

Adult Sanctuary Choir

February is a great time to join the Sanctuary €hdie
have recently welcomed a few new members to ogirgin
family and are looking for more! Join us this Saypét
4:45pm in the choir room as we prepare for our apog
Easter musical and spring anthems.

Dear Adult Sunday School Classes,

Thank you so much for praying for the youth in the
community. Many of those you have been praying for
do not come from families that attend church. As we
all know, Satan is alive and working overtime in his
efforts to break down the family. Please continue to be
in prayer for these youth as they deal with not only
family issues but also the trials of the teen years.

Although many of the youth you have been in prayer
for only attend our youth group on occasion, many of
our faithful youth come in contact with them on a daily
basis. Your prayers will not go void and | know the
Lord will continue to be faithful to His word. Please
continue to be in prayer for the youth in our community
this year. Your prayers are appreciated and the Lord
will continue to be faithful.

Thank you for your faithful service to our Lord and
Savior and your confidence in me.

Mark Stephenson
Minister to Students

Dishes! Dishes! Dishes!—please check the
table in the Fellowship Hall for dishes that are yars

Lost and Found—the “Lost and Found” table in the
Fellowship Hall is overloaded with unclaimed items.
Please check for any that are yours.



LIBRARY NEWS

The following fiction media have been added tolibeary:

A Lineage of Gracdy Francine Rivers. This author is one of the
most powerful Christian writers of today. In shsttries, she tells
of five women in the genealogy of Christ: TamaghBRb, Ruth,
Bathsheba, and Mary. She adheres to the factstiierBible, but
uses her writer's creativity to fill out their stes to give them
depth and perspective.

The Secretand The Missindoy Beverly Lewis are the newest in
the series titled “Seasons of Grace.” In a seelyiogdinary
Amish home, the mother cries and wanders in thétrégd the
father refuses to admit anything is wrong. Whea thother
disappears, the mystery deepens. (The last botieiseries will
be in the library soon.)

DVDs

Love’s Unending Legacy, Love’'s Unfolding Dream, leoVakes
Wings, and _Love Finds a Homare the last of the Love Comes
Softly Seriesthat are already in the library. These continue t
story of a pioneer family in the early West, led hystrong
Christian father, in which the widowed Missie adopih orphan
daughter. The last three follow Belinda as shegsfies to become
a doctor at a time when women doctors were notilseadcepted.




